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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-554
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Reapportionment Committee
Date of Introduction: August 23, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: August 23, 2011
Type of Action: Adoption of City Council redistricting plan
Bill Summary: The bill adopts the City Council redistricting plan for the 14 single member districts and 5 at-large residence areas, and adopts the 7 new School Board districts which are comprised of pairs of City Council districts. 
Background Information: The City Charter and Ordinance Code require that the City reapportion its council districts once every 10 years following the release of the U.S. Census data.  The new districts will become effective for the next general consolidated government elections that take place 9 months or more after the date on which the redistricting plan is adopted.  For the City Council the new districts will become effective for the 2015 elections.  The new School Board districts may become effective for the fall 2012 election depending on the date the redistricting plan is adopted and the date of the first School Board primary election.  If not effective for the 2012 election, the new School Board districts would be effective for the 2014 election.
The proposed redistricting plan was created by the Planning and Development Department at the direction of the 2010-11 Rules Committee and was finalized and submitted by the 2011 Reapportionment Committee.  The plan is based on the requirements of federal law and Supreme Court precedent, and on criteria established by the Rules Committee with regard to compactness, contiguity (all parts of a district must be physically connected), equal population (maximum deviation of 10% between the largest and smallest district population), and representation of identifiable communities of interest, which include factors such as race, political affiliation, voting patterns, historical identity, school attendance patterns, economic and social conditions, etc.
Policy Impact Area: City Council redistricting
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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